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Wes Whiteside—Species Information Sheet 
I. Nomenclature 
 
Family: Musaceae  
 
Genus Species(Authority): Musa basjoo Siebold 
 
Subspecies/Variety(Authority):  
 
Cultivar:  
 
Common Name: Hardy banana 
 
II. Origin (country and/or habitat) 
 
Native/Rare     Native/Uncommon     Old World/Rare      Old 
World/Uncommon 
 
While often listed to be native to Japan, Musa basjoo, was actually introduced 
into Japan from China where the only wild populations remain in the Sichuan 
Province. The original Japanese account was of a cultivated specimen (Liu 
2002). 
 
 
III. Habit 
 
Tree   Shrub    Vine   
 
Herbaceous Annual Herbaceous Biennial  Herbaceous 
Perennial 
 
Flowering Season: Does not flower in this region due to too short of a 
growing season 
 
Flower Color: N/A 
 
Fruit Type: N/A 
 
 
 
IV. Source of Plant Material 
 
From where or whom obtained and when: Keith Spear gifted Musa basjoo 
to Dr. Whiteside around 2006 as a sucker from his own plant. 
 
 
 
 
Propagule Material: 
 
Seed   Vegetative  Whole Plant 
Details: 
 
Availability: Musa basjoo is available from some mail order nurseries, 
particularly from Logee’s Plants for the Home and Garden of Connecticut. It is 
occasionally available from local nurseries. 
 
 
 
V. Cultural 
 
Special Soil Type: Average 
 
Soil Moisture: Wet  Mesic  Dry  Other  
 
 
  
VI. Additional Comments 
In mid to late November, generally before the ground freezes, Dr. Whiteside cuts off 
the stem to about a foot or less from the ground and insulates the plant heavily with 
straw. Dr. Whiteside considers Musa basjoo a spectacular landscape plant well 
deserving of the small efforts it takes to keep it going in a Midwest setting.  
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